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could for four years." "Well," said lie, "I hope a Confederate colonel will
not refuse me his hand."  "No, sir/* I replied, "I will not," and I clasped

his hand in both of mine.*

CHAPTER   XXIX
RICHMOND   SURRENDERS
ON the Sabbath day of April 2nd, 1865, Robert E. Lee by telegraph talked
with Jefferson Davis. From the field out near Petersburg Lee was issuing
orders that his men destroy many supplies and guns that could not be
moved, with further orders that as the troops moved west they were to
wreck all bridges after the last Confederate forces had crossed. To President
Davis, Lee dictated a telegram which was carried to Richmond. Then, a story
goes:
In the Davis family pew of St. Paul's Episcopal Church, seated erect and
calm under the chancel, Jefferson Davis was in attendance in a congregation
chiefly of women in black and rusty black attire. Their menfolk in the main
were keeping the Sabbath at battle and marching fronts. The clergyman
intoned: *The Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before
Him/ and in the pause following, an adjutant, mud on his boots, a hard-riding
man, holding his sabre so it wouldn't clank or jingle, came up the aisle in a
swift military stride and handed a paper to President Davis. It rustled as it
unfolded. In quiet with everybody gazing at him and wondering what the
news might be, Davis read the words General Lee had long delayed and sent
at last when imperative: *I advise that all preparation be made for leaving
Richmond to-night. I will advise you later, according to circumstances,*
Taking his hat. President Davis arose, walked down the aisle, erect as ever,
his face calm, white, marble-cold. Going from the church to the War
Department, Davis telegraphed to Lee that a move from Richmond that
night would 'involve the loss of many valuables, both for the want of time
to pack and of transportation1. Lee in the field on receiving this message,
according to one of his staff men, tore it into bits, saying: *I am sure I gave
Mm sufficient notice,* and replying calmly by telegraph to Davis that it was
"absolutely necessary* to abandon the position that night.
On a Richmond and Danville Railroad train at eleven that Sabbath night:,
DOTS "witfi Ms Cabinet and other officials left their capital city, their Execu-
We Mansion^ their arsenals and remaining stores, arriving safely in Danville,
Norfs Carolina, die next afternoon,
." , -. Word1 spread in Richmond tMs Sabbath that Lee's army, so long their;